




















The majority of students have contributed to a school fundraiser in some way—whether it was through purchasing something, 
raising funds, or volunteering. Fundraisers are great way for a 
school to get better resources for students, and they can bring 
a community together. With examples like Ontario’s schools 
raising half a billion in 2013, it’s clear that these education-driven 
fundraisers are nothing to sneeze at. But the big bags of money 
come with problems. 
Schools sometimes collaborate with companies that 
essentially sell an effective method to fundraise with. The company 
will take a share of the earnings made from the students—and 
sometimes the business will take a bigger cut of the profits than 
the school will. It feels wrong that some percentage of money 
raised for a school by students should go to a middleman. 
And while the argument that a school can raise more money 
with a capable company than they can on their own is a strong 
counterpoint, it is important to consider that there are many 
ethical issues introduced when bringing business into schools—
and the school’s priority should be ethics over wealth. 
For example, an issue that comes up when schools collaborate 
with fundraising businesses is that money is being made for a 
private company through the efforts of children. Many fundraisers 
are structured so that children must go out and get pledges in 
exchange for glamourous prizes (which are a fraction of the cost 
of what the students bring in, of course). I understand that many 
of these fundraisers are raising money for worthy causes and that 
justifies it for some—but the method is also a little questionable as 
it takes advantage of the excited psyche of a child that is eager for 
toys. And while students are making money for their school, which 
is a positive, they are also technically making money for a business; 
is it ethical to make money off the work of children—even if they 
are primarily working to help their school?
Many fundraisers raise money by selling products directly 
to the children and parents—and this style of fundraising comes 
with its own host of problems. These are, in a way, commercials 
handed directly to students and their families; is it ethical to 
allow obligatory commercials in education, even if they are for a 
good cause? And, as an article written by “A Group of Concerned 
Citizens of the Strathcona Community” for The Georgia Straight 
points out, these fundraising events exploit the fact that children 
will want whatever is being sold to them—and this creates a social 
pressure for poorer families to contribute. 
The culture of shame doesn’t help the case for fundraisers 
either. Asking students to fundraise often also obligates the 
parents into making a time commitment, as they often must aid 
the child in raising money—and this is extremely inconsiderate 
of the fact that some families will not have time to give. Yet, in 
my experience, it is an unwritten rule that students should go out 
fundraise; parents that donate an amount instead of doing the 
door-to-door work are met with disapproval. And, if a business is 
making a cut off the fundraising, it is fair to view fundraising as 
an obligation (especially if one doesn’t want to contribute to that 
company’s success)?
As famous business mogul Kevin O’Leary said on Shark 
Tank, “the DNA of a school is not to provide commerce.” Teaching 
is commonly seen an altruistic venture for many—so bringing 
business into the ecosystem comes with many important ethical 
questions to consider before we further normalize the growing 
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Considering that 63 percent of all of BC COVID-19 deaths occurred in care 
home outbreaks up to this point, it makes 
sense that BC’s independent watchdog for 
seniors will be conducting an investigation 
into the province’s care homes. This comes 
now because, as the senior advocate Isobel 
Mackenzie says, it is essential to know 
why certain care homes were unable to 
prevent outbreaks while other care homes 
were able to contain COVID-19 outbreaks 
to a single resident or staff member. BC’s 
Provincial Health Officer Bonnie Henry 
also has commented on the ambiguousness 
surrounding why COVID-19 was much 
more lethal in some care homes and not 
others. Mackenzie says that this pandemic 
has brought attention to several issues 
within the BC care home system. 
Care homes that faced some the most 
devastating outbreaks will be paid special 
attention; Little Mountain Place, Tabor 
Village in Abbotsford, Lynn Valley Care 
Centre in North Vancouver, and Langley 
Lodge are high on the seniors advocate’s 
priority list. Her exploration of these 
issues will focus on the use of protective 
equipment, the thoroughness of contact 
tracing, testing methods, and how quickly 
the outbreak was called. These factors will 
be paid special attention because of cases 
like the care home Little Mountain Place; 
the Canadian Press reports that the care 
home had communicated with families 
that an employee had contracted the virus 
but there was minimal risk of infection, so 
group activities and visits continued—and 
within two days they declared an outbreak. 
Calls for a public investigation have 
been made by residents, family members 
of residents, and staff members. Requests 
for a full public investigation first came 
after BC’s first COVID-19 outbreak at a care 
home at Lynn Valley in May, and have been 
repeated multiple times since. Some of the 
examples of the accusations against care 
homes like Lynn Valley include instances of 
seniors going unfed and left in pee-soaked 
clothes for multiple hours. BC’s seniors 
advocate and BC’s Premier John Horgan 
have all previously rejected the idea of 
a full-blown public investigation, citing 
that the process would be too lengthy. 
Horgan stated that meaningful dialogue 
was the proper solution; Mackenzie said 
that independent research would be a good 
approach, but she also stated the situation 
would be reviewed in considering a public 
investigation. 
This leads to the reason why many 
care homes say that they had experienced 
devastating outbreaks—staff shortage. 
Coronavirus infections negatively 
impacted staff numbers seeing how 
14-day quarantines are necessary. There 
have been some attempts at solving this 
problem; Vancouver Coastal Health sent 
Little Mountain Place care home more 
than 60 workers. Among the other reasons 
for the outbreak is the lack of consistent 
daily testing; some care homes, like Little 
Mountain Place for example, solely rely on 
self-monitoring of symptoms. In the face 
of so many outbreaks, Mackenzie called for 
daily testing in care homes last November. 
Some of the questions the 
investigation looks to answer are if some 
precautions could have been taken quicker, 
and if testing and contact tracing should 
have been more aggressive. The pandemic 
certainly has brought the public’s 
attention to the problems in care homes, 
but Mackenzie has a hopeful outlook for 
the future. “I think we’re going to see an 
emphasis on not just the staffing levels but 
staffing training and all of that’s going to 
link to what are we paying people, how are 
we creating this culture of good care in our 
care homes.”
BC seniors advocate announces investigation 
into irregular care home fatalities
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Many Vancouver restaurant owners signed a letter asking for an apology 
from Provincial Health Officer Bonnie 
Henry after she announced last minute 
that liquor sales would be closed by 8pm 
on New Year’s Eve. Henry’s announcement 
came on December 30, one day before New 
Year’s Eve, which restaurant owners argue 
was not sufficient time for them to prepare 
for this new restriction. 
Meeru Dhalwala, co-owner of Vij’s in 
Vancouver, wrote the letter to express her 
and many other restaurants’ frustration 
with the decision. The letter has since been 
signed by 13 Vancouver restaurants. One 
part of the letter reads, “There was no prior 
indication leading up to New Year’s Eve 
that our rules for service would change. 
Many restaurants lost their 8 pm bookings 
altogether—think of the inventory and 
wasted food—while others became 
inundated with last-minute take-out orders 
for which they weren’t prepared […] On 
the last evening of a very difficult 2020, 
you created havoc for so many people who 
believed their New Year’s Eve was safely 
planned.” 
In addition to an apology from 
the Provincial Health Officer, the letter 
also calls for a commitment from public 
health officials that they will receive more 
notice about any COVID-19 restrictions 
placed in the future. “Restaurants have 
not been found to be hotspots for any 
kind of COVID infection. So, we consider 
ourselves part of the team that is keeping 
our society calm, safe and kind. And so, 
what happened on New Year’s Eve, we had 
no indication that anything was going to 
change,” said Dhalwala in a Global News 
article. 
Another restaurant co-owner and 
president of Autostrada Hospitality 
says New Year’s Eve was the first time 
he has seen customers rebel against the 
restrictions. “Guests literally were saying, 
no I’m not going to let you clear my wine, 
I paid for it and this rule is B.S.,” he said in 
a CTV News article. “It put us in a really 
challenging situation, we had no time 
to prepare for this sort of response from 
guests.” 
Henry has since responded to this 
letter but has not offered an apology to the 
restaurant industry or agreed to given them 
more notice as the letter asks. Henry’s 
response reads, “I recognize the temporary 
restrictions put in place around alcohol 
sales on New Year’s Eve presented another 
challenge to the restaurant and food service 
industry […] The decision to limit alcohol 
sales temporarily on New Years Eve was 
made in response to concerns expressed 
by members of the industry, municipal 
leaders, and public health officials that 
unsafe situations fuelled by alcohol 
were likely to lead to an increase in the 
transmission of COVID-19.”
Dhalwala says she understands 
the reason for the rule, but the 
announcement’s timing left restaurants 
scrambling to deal with other issues like 
too much inventory, staff schedules, and 
accommodating a surplus of takeout orders 
they were not prepared for. “We didn’t 
know what to do, we didn’t know what hit 
us. And it was so unnecessary,” she said in a 
Global News article.
Letter from Vancouver restaurants 
ask for apology from Bonnie Henry
 › Industry says the last-minute liquor announcement left restaurants scrambling
Craig Allan
Business Manager
The pandemic is continuing to spread across Canada this week. With more 
vaccines coming, and COVID spreading in 
various places across the country, what is 
going on in the fight against COVID?
Last month, vaccines finally began to 
roll out across the country, but just when 
it looked like Canada finally was going 
to have the upper hand on the COVID 
virus, it was discovered that new variants 
of the disease from the United Kingdom 
and South Africa have entered Canada. 
While this new variant is still cured by the 
vaccine, it is said to be more contagious 
than the original COVID-19. The CDC says 
however there is no evidence that this new 
variant causes severe illness or increases 
the risk of death. 
A worsening of coronavirus is not 
something Canada needs right now. While 
BC has been managing COVID without 
complete lockdowns or strict curfews, 
other areas of the country have not been 
so lucky. Earlier this month, Quebec 
instituted a province wide curfew, where 
no one is allowed to go out at night for 
non-essential reasons, and gathering with 
others is forbidden. The rule is so strict that 
to get around the order, a couple decided to 
go out with the wife leading her husband 
around while he sported a dog collar. Since 
walking a dog is exempt from the curfew, 
they felt that this was an appropriate 
workaround. It was not, and they were 
fined $3000 by a bylaw officer. In Ontario, 
all non-essential travel has been strongly 
discouraged, though many have a problem 
defining exactly what that means.
Getting back to the vaccine, while the 
rollout has been slow, it is set to ramp up 
in April, with the government of Canada 
promising to have one million vaccine 
deliveries per week starting in April. 
Canada is set to have every person who 
wants the vaccine vaccinated by September. 
Though the vaccine does reduce the 
symptoms of COVID in a patient, it cannot 
prevent someone from getting COVID. The 
vaccine will save lives, but has not been 
proven to stop someone who is already 
vaccinated from contracting COVID.
One of the few bright 
spots in this pandemic may 
be the National Hockey 
League (NHL), who 
began their season this 
past Wednesday. Because 
of COVID restrictions 
preventing American teams 
from coming to Canada due 
to the 14-day quarantine, 
the NHL has had to 
change the way the leagues 
divisions are structured. 
The most exciting aspect 
of this change is that for 
the first time ever, the 
Canadian teams will be 
playing in an all Canadian 
division, dubbed the North 
Division. This means that 
the Canadian teams will 
play each other exclusively. 
Also, the playoff format 
means that no matter what, 
a Canadian team will make 
it to the final four. This may 
very well be Canada’s best shot at bringing 
home the Stanley Cup, which has not been 
awarded to a Canadian team since 1993.
COVID across the country
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This week marks 40 years from when former New York Islanders sniper, and 
member of the Islanders’ cup-winning 
dynasty, Mike Bossy reached a notable 
milestone. On January 24, 1981, in a home 
game against the Quebec Nordiques, 
Bossy scored a pair of third period goals—
becoming the second NHL player to score 
50 goals in 50 games. 
The first player to score 50 goals in 50 
games was Montreal Canadiens legend, 
Maurice “Rocket” Richard. 
On March 18, 1945, it was the Habs’ 
final game of the regular season on the 
road against the Boston Bruins at the 
Boston Garden. The “Rocket” scored his 
50th goal at 17:45 of the third period—
beating the Bruins’ Harvey Bennett. Elmer 
Lach got an assist on the milestone goal.   
Mike Bossy was drafted in the first 
round by the New York Islanders in 1977 
(15th pick overall). He played junior 
hockey with Laval National in the Quebec 
Major Junior Hockey League. Bossy had 
a reputation for scoring goals—and that 
reputation would not be disputed. In his 
first three seasons with the Islanders from 
1977 till 1980, Bossy scored 53, 69, and 68 
goals. The following season, in January 
1981, Bossy had scored 48 goals in 47 
games—but would not score in his next 
two games. Game 50 would be a home 
game at Nassau Coliseum as the Islanders 
faced the Quebec Nordiques. 
Bossy remembered struggling during 
the game. After two periods, he had not 
scored. Bossy recalled feeling very worried 
that his objective to score 50 goals in 
50 games may not come to fruition. A 
YouTube NHL segment features Bossy 
discussing how challenging it was during 
the game against the Nordiques: “I dreaded 
that game because Michel Bergeron was 
the coach [and he] coached against me in 
junior. And Alain Côté was the guy who 
used to check me all the time when we 
played against the Nordiques. And I said, 
‘Oh boy, this is going to be murder!’ And 
it was. It ended up, not only was I tired 
mentally—I was tired physically. I went 
the first two periods without a goal. And 
between the second and the third, I was 
thinking, well, what am I going to tell the 
press after if I don’t even get to 49? And 
what a disaster this is!”    
But in the third period, with the 
Islanders on the power play, Bossy scored 
his 49th goal on a backhander at 15:50. 
Then at 18:31, he finally scored his 50th 
goal. Bossy, standing inside the left 
faceoff circle, received a pass from Bryan 
Trottier. The puck was bouncing but 
Bossy was able to snap a quick wrist shot 
through the legs of Nordiques’ goalie, 
Ron Grahame. “It was physically and 
mentally tiring, but it was all worth it,” 
Bossy says in the same NHL segment. 
Other players joining the exclusive 50 
goals in 50 games club are Wayne Gretzky 
(three times), Mario Lemieux (once), and 
Brett Hull (two times).  
Bossy played 10 seasons in the NHL 
before retiring in 1987 due to back injuries. 
He played 752 NHL games, scoring 573 
goals—with 553 assists for 1,126 points. He 
won four Stanley Cups with the Islanders; 
and he won the Conn Smythe Trophy. In 
addition, he won the Calder Memorial 
Trophy (rookie of the year), and is a three-
time winner of the Lady Byng Memorial 
Trophy (most gentlemanly player). He was 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
1991. Notably, Bossy is the only NHL player 
to have scored 50 or more goals for nine 
straight seasons. Also, Bossy and Wayne 
Gretzky share the record for most 60-goal 
seasons (five). Remarkably, only Bossy has 
the highest goals-per-game percentage in 
NHL history—scoring a goal in 76 percent 
of his games. 
This is the first of four articles 
commemorating the New York Islanders’ 
dynasty of winning four consecutive 
Stanley Cups from 1979 till 1983. Next 
week, the building of the Islander dynasty; 
and the 40th anniversary of their second 
cup victory in 1981 over the Minnesota 
North Stars.   
The New York Islanders dynasty, part one
 › Forty years ago, Mike Bossy became second NHL player to score 50 goals in 50 games 
• Vancouver Canucks hosting Montreal in 
home opener
• NHL teams that started the season with 
fans in attendance
...and more
Bossy is the only NHL player to have scored 50 
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The NHL season is into its second week. It still feels weird to watch 
hockey games with no fans, but that is 
the pandemic world we are living in. 
Amusingly, Colorado Avalanche play-by-
play announcer Conor McGahey posted a 
video on Twitter playing solitaire between 
periods—with the game projected over 
the entire ice surface. With no fans in the 
stands, Call of Duty will be next!      
When this article was submitted, the 
Vancouver Canucks finished playing two 
road games each against the Edmonton 
Oilers, and the Calgary Flames. During their 
opening night game against Edmonton 
January 13, the Canucks won by a score of 5 
to 3. The Canucks play their first home game 
January 20 versus the Montreal Canadiens 
(set of three home games against the Habs 
January 20, 21, and 23). 
Unfortunately, the NHL has not been 
immune to COVID-19—and this includes 
the Vancouver Canucks. On January 10, 
Sportsnet reported the Canucks canceled 
their practice after possible exposure 
to COVID-19. The Canucks are the first 
Canadian NHL team to be exposed to the 
Coronavirus. The same day, the Canucks 
posted on Twitter: “#CanucksCamp 
practices and workouts for today are 
cancelled. The decision was made out of 
an abundance of caution due to potential 
exposure of COVID-19.” Two days later, 
Sportsnet reported that Canucks general 
manager Jim Benning stated that J.T. Miller 
and Jordie Benn were not available to play 
during the Canucks’ road trip to Alberta. 
Benning declined to provide further details 
regarding the players’ state of health. 
Furthermore, other teams have been 
affected by COVID-19. The NHL website 
reported on January 12 that the Dallas 
Stars resumed practice after six players 
and two staff members tested positive for 
coronavirus. The Dallas players and staff 
are self-isolating, and the Stars’ training 
facilities closed for several days to perform 
contact tracing. The NHL also announced 
27 players from nine teams had tested 
positive for COVID-19 during training 
camp. Among the 27 players listed there 
are 17 Dallas players, and majority of them 
are asymptomatic  and recovering without 
any issues.  
Nevertheless, there is reason to be 
optimistic about the Canucks. With Bo 
Horvat’s grit and leadership and the 
offensive skill of forwards Brock Boeser and 
star Elias Pettersson—the Canucks have 
the talent to score goals. However, when 
their top line is being shut down, they 
will need the others to provide secondary 
scoring: Jake Virtanen, J.T. Miller, Tanner 
Pearson, and Adam Gaudette. In addition, 
the Canucks added youth to their lineup 
with Swedish forward Nils Höglander; he 
was selected by the Canucks in the second 
round (40th overall) in the 2019 NHL 
Entry Draft. Also, the Canucks’ defence 
is balanced with the young talent of 
Quinn Hughes, veterans Alex Edler, Tyler 
Myers, Travis Hamonic, and Nate Schmidt 
(acquired in a trade from the Vegas Golden 
Knights). Let’s not forget that Thatcher 
Demko and Braden Holtby aim to be a solid 
goaltending duo.                  
In other NHL news, New Jersey Devils 
goalie, Corey Crawford, announced his 
retirement after 10 NHL seasons. Crawford 
won two Stanley Cups as a member of the 
Chicago Blackhawks in 2013 and 2015. And 
Willie O’Ree, the first black player to play 
in the NHL, will have his number 22 jersey 
retired at TD Garden in Boston February 
18. Boston Bruins CEO, Charlie Jacobs, 
stated in a news release January 12: “After 
breaking the colour barrier as a Boston 
Bruin in 1958 and eventually retiring from 
professional hockey in 1979, Willie became 
the ultimate ambassador for improving 
diversity and inclusion within the game of 
hockey. The entire hockey world is forever 
indebted to Willie for all that he has done, 
and continues to do, for the sport.
Vancouver Canucks January 2021 game 
schedule:
• January 20, 21, and 23, home games versus 
Montreal Canadiens
• January 25, 27, and 28, home games 
versus Ottawa Senators
• January 30, road game versus Winnipeg 
Jets
NHL season into second week 
amid COVID-19 cases
 › Vancouver Canucks hosting Montreal in home opener
Mo Hussain
Sports Reporter
With the 2021 NHL season kicking off last Wednesday, thousands of hockey fans across North America will 
have to continue not attending NHL games. Most NHL 
organizations across North America have decided to not 
allow fan attendance. However, a handful of teams have 
decided on the contrary. 
DALLAS STARS
The Dallas Stars look to compliment last year’s playoff 
success with some fans in attendance; the American 
Airlines Center can be filled up to roughly 30 percent 
capacity to start the season (5,000 fans).
ARIZONA COYOTES
The Arizona Coyotes look to add to their recent list of 
accomplishment of making the playoffs for the first time 
in eight seasons, as the City of Glendale approved for Gila 
River Arena to allow up to 3,450 fans (25 percent capacity) 
to attend.
FLORIDA PANTHERS
With there only being a couple of teams that are opening 
up their doors for fan attendance, Florida Panthers fans 
hope that being one of those teams might give them an 
advantage. The Panthers kicked off their season with BB&T 
Center allowing up to 25 percent of its capacity to be filled 
with fans in attendance. 
The Tampa Bay Lightning initially allowed for 
limited capacity at the Amalie Arena. However, with 
rising COVID-19 cases in the city, Vinik Sports Group 
(the organization that owns both Amalie Arena and the 
Lightning) decided to hold off on those plans. 
As for who else will opt-in or opt-out to having fans 
physically attend for the rest of the season is still to be 
determined. However, with the uncertainty surrounding 
the ongoing pandemic and how these open arenas are 
impacting the spread of the virus, it will be interesting to see 
how NHL teams will make modifications down the line.
NHL teams that started the season 
with fans in attendance
 › Not everyone had to 
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• ‘Soul’ Pixar movie review




    
Showcase’s eight-episode TV series Temple comes to a thrilling end with a 
special two-hour season finale for the first 
season. After his wife becomes terminally 
ill, British surgeon Dr. Daniel Milton 
(Mark Strong) starts a private clinic to give 
medical aid to criminals under London’s 
Temple train station in hopes of finding a 
cure. Helping him are former patient Lee 
Simmons (Daniel Mays) and fellow doctor 
Anna Willems (Carice van Houten). The 
show’s concluding entry, albeit undercut 
by a few flaws, is impressive enough to 
warrant another season.
Through an unfailing performance 
from veteran actor Mark Strong, the finale 
did an excellent job of exploring Daniel’s 
double life as his endless string of choices, 
secrets, and compromises strains his 
personal relationships with other characters. 
As the surgeon’s lies lead to more lies, the 
story is enthralling to follow as he abandons 
his old morals to adopt new moral extremes 
in trying to save his wife. Daniel’s choices as 
a doctor raises questions about the ethics 
behind medical practices and how we justify 
questionable actions to ourselves.
Strong, May, and Houten’s decent 
chemistry on screen helps the show’s finale 
survive all the way to the climax. Their 
characters are humanized enough with 
grounded bonds that are fairly layered for 
the story. This realism enables us to dive 
deep into the emotional toll that season 
one’s events have taken on Daniel, Lee, and 
Anna’s private lives.
The finale is also strengthened by 
brilliant camera shots, sound design, and 
sets. The city of London is portrayed as a 
clean and bright place, and this contrasts 
the clinic’s seedy and dank atmosphere. 
This visual aesthetic is mixed with a 
distorted musical score to evoke Daniel’s 
unstable duality of his double life. 
Main characters are mostly alone in 
their locations. Idle close-ups are edited 
with lingering camera angles during 
dialogue scenes, and these elements convey 
how isolated they all feel because of the 
secrecy and ambiguity. 
The story still suffers drawbacks 
though. Lee’s friend Jamie Harris (Tobi 
Bakare) is an irksome secondary character 
that, despite his acceptable dynamics with 
other protagonists, makes frustratingly 
reckless choices to the point of absurdity. 
However, the show does have some 
dark humour that compensates for this 
shortcoming.
Stakes could’ve been elevated further 
by exploring more ways in which Daniel 
and his cohorts would struggle in handling 
their dangerous clientele. Instead, the 
finale focuses only on Daniel’s motives and 
balancing different subplots.
As a warning, the surgery scenes may 
be uncomfortable for squeamish viewers 
that can’t endure the grisly imagery. 
Overall though, Mark Strong’s newest 
TV series offers a medical drama that 
stands out among its peers. While not a 
perfect ending, Temple’s finale wraps up 
a surprisingly intriguing story about the 



























 › 'Temple' is a surprisingly 
refreshing show that 
ends with a deep finale
The surgery scenes may be uncomfortable for squeamish viewers that can’t endure the grisly imagery. 
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     
During most of last year, movie theatres were closed to prevent the spread of 
coronavirus. A lot of films were delayed 
to this year; some films went straight to 
streaming and some movies were released 
both in theatres and on streaming services. 
I had to experience these films the Netflix 
way: at home. Films experienced in a movie 
theatre have a different impact though.
A few films were released during 
the holiday season, and they were mainly 
put out by Netflix (which released a new 
film every week). A highly anticipated 
film that I saw during the winter break is 
Pixar’s Soul, which was released straight 
to Disney+ on Christmas Day. When I 
watched it, I said it was better than I 
thought it would be and I think it is one of 
the best films of last year.
Joe Gardner (Jamie Foxx) is a New 
York City middle school music teacher 
who inspires his students with music. 
Gardner is trying to make it big in the jazz 
scene, but after he gets an opportunity to 
perform with a famous jazz band in a club, 
he falls in a pothole and lands as a soul in 
“the great beyond”: a place where recently 
deceased souls keep their personalities and 
traits. Trying to get back to Earth, he falls 
off the path and lands in “the great before” 
where souls are trained before they go to 
Earth. He then meets a soul named 22 
(Tina Fey) who does not want to experience 
life and Joe mentors her to find her spark. 
At the same time, both characters learn 
about purpose. Tina Fey was playing 
herself—just like Bill Murray playing 
himself in the 2020 movie On the Rocks. 
The film is directed by Pete Docter—who 
also directed Monsters Inc., Up, and Inside 
Out. Soul is like a spinoff sequel to Inside 
Out.
Soul has the charm that you would 
expect from Pixar. Both scenes that take 
place in New York City, and “the great 
before” (where it has 2D animation scenes) 
are fantastic. The film’s score by Trent 
Reznor and Atticus Ross sounded like 
an alternative score of Stranger Things 
with a hint of Bob Dylan’s sound—also 
accompanied by jazz music composed by 
Jon Batiste. The subwoofer was used a lot 
during the scenes in “the great before”—
and “the great beyond” scenes were so 
bright that the whole theatre would be 
white if I saw this film at the cinema.
Hopefully this film will be released in 
theatres when the pandemic ends because 
watching it in 3D would make the film 
more exciting. Soul is the feel-good film 
that we need during this time as it reminds 
viewers that we should pursue our passions 
and appreciate life. An enjoyable hobby can 
spark life. Soul is available on Disney+. 
What’s your spark?
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The new season of Kim’s Convenience begins this week, and I cannot wait to 
see what the Kim family has been doing 
during the coronavirus pandemic. A lot 
happened in the show last season, and I 
recommend people catch up on it before 
watching the new season. The actor who 
plays Mr. Mehta, Sugith Varughese, is 
not only in the number one comedy in 
Canada right now—he also stars in the 
number one drama for both Canada and 
America: Transplant. 
Varughese is seen in a few episodes 
playing a surgeon, Grace Lynn Kung (who 
is seen in almost every Canadian show) 
plays a social worker in the hospital, and 
Kim’s Convenience’s Rodrigo Fernandez-
Stoll will be a patient in a later episode. 
The show recently aired in the United 
States on NBC and will be back this winter. 
It is more than an immigrant story as it 
also shows how important facts can lead 
to important decisions. The show begins 
with Bashir Hamed (Hamza Haq) a man 
who immigrated to Canada when fleeing 
the civil war in Syria, who now works in 
a Toronto donair shop. After rescuing a 
chief doctor at York Memorial Hospital 
named Jed Bishop (John Hannah) 
when a truck crashes through 
the donair place, Bashir gets a job 
opportunity at the hospital. Earlier 
in the show, Bishop did not hire 
Bashir despite him being a doctor 
in his home country.
Along the way, Bashir must 
go through hurdles to prove his 
medical credentials and Bishop 
pushes Bashir to be better than 
all the other doctors in the 
hospital. Compared to the other 
medical shows that are airing 
right now, this show does not 
go over the top. Bashir gets along with 
all his co-workers including Magalie 
Leblanc (Laurence Leboeuf). Magalie has 
problems of her own, as do the rest of the 
doctors in the hospital—even Jed in the 
case of his son.
An interesting episode in the first 
season is the third episode where a 
patient has an illness that they would 
not have if they were vaccinated. 
It happened because the patient’s 
father did not like his children to be 
vaccinated and Bashir and the rest of 
the staff do everything they can to save 
the patient’s life. The episode aired 
a few weeks before the coronavirus 
pandemic began, and it shows that 
vaccines are important. The patient’s 
father regrets the decision to not get his 
children the vaccines and throughout 
the show patients regret the decisions 
that have led to them to the hospital. 
The show being presented in 2:1 
aspect ratio makes it more cinematic 
and it gives the feel that I am watching 
a high-quality streaming service instead 
of a CTV show. Transplant is a fictional 
example of why healthcare workers 
are essential. When next season of the 
show begins, Bashir and the staff at York 
Memorial Hospital might even tackle the 
coronavirus pandemic.
Lots of Catching Up: ‘Transplant’
 › Honesty and regrets at the hospital
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
    
Marvel’s Runaways isn’t necessarily an old show, but it has lived its full life. 
As an avid Marvel cinema fan, I wanted to 
begin catching up on the shows I missed 
before the MCU’s phase four was in full 
swing. I’ve seen all the films, and that 
includes Thor: The Dark World (seriously). 
I haven’t seen the original The Hulk (but 
I doubt anyone minds). However, the 
television shows feel like a new world. 
Runaways would be the fourth Marvel 
show I’ve watched (although I did just 
begin watching Daredevil and Jessica 
Jones). My first and favourite, Agents 
of S.H.I.E.L.D., was the longest running 
Marvel show with seven seasons and 
stories spanning multiple universes and 
timelines—much like the Marvel movies’ 
own phase one through three. Agent 
Carter—albeit only two seasons—is worth 
the watch. Despite the events of Agent 
Carter occurring far in the past (just after 
Captain America: The First Avenger takes 
place), the show has many crossovers 
with Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. so it should 
be watched as a prequel. Then there’s 
Inhumans, which earned a pitiful 11 percent 
on Rotten Tomatoes, and let’s just say that 
is accurate. It’s a shame because there is a 
lot of room for amazing stories regarding 
Inhumans in the MCU—but this wasn’t it. 
As expected, my hope for Runaways 
was just that it wasn’t as bad as Inhumans; 
luckily, it wasn’t. The first season of 
Runaways serves more as an origin story. 
The true story bubbles just underneath 
the surface as we follow the teenage 
protagonists on their journey of coming 
back together as a group of misfit-friends-
turned-superheroes. Their obvious losses 
can be easily predicted due to who the 
villains are: their own parents. The teens 
are constantly in a moral struggle between 
doing what’s right with their friends or 
demonstrating forgiveness by sticking with 
their family. This prevents them from being 
able to truly conquer the enemy but allows 
us to feel their struggle as they figure out 
how to save the world while also finding 
out who they are and the supernatural 
abilities they may have. 
The second season kicks off the true 
action of the story. Although they’re only 
just getting used to their supernatural 
powers and working together as a team, 
they’ve generally decided what team they’re 
on and what their course of action is. The 
best part about this show isn’t necessarily 
the characters, fight scenes, or grandiosity 
like many other Marvel creations—it’s 
unique due to the dynamics that are 
exploited in creating the good and the bad 
guys. The shades of grey keep the story and 
character progression unpredictable which 
makes for an exciting story in this small 
corner of the MCU.  
Its first two seasons are on Disney+, 
and its third and final season has talks of 
being uploaded to Disney+, but for now it 
is available on Hulu. 
Marvel’s favourite teenage misfits
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8 am 
You drive over Port Mann Bridge to get to your first class at the Douglas Coquitlam 
campus. You love driving here because the bridge has big lanes, and the view is 
incredible. It’s a little cloudy, but the blue sky is still peeking out for now. 
3:30 pm
Classes in Coquitlam are done for today, but that doesn’t mean the day is over. 
You head outside. Oh—it looks like the clouds caught up after all. The smell of 
fresh rain on concrete fills you with joy despite having not brought an umbrella 
today. At least you have a hood. 
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
There were parts to school that made going a little easier. Whether that may be the simple things like nice weather or friends, many of us have had to 
suck it up and get our education regardless of COVID. It’s harder to see the 
beauty of the world when we’re cooped up inside our bedrooms on Zoom. 
Luckily, this won’t last forever since nothing does. Here’s a timeline for what we 
could look forward to once this era resides only in history books.
6:30 am
Waking up in the early morning. The birds have barely awoken. The stillness in 
the world fills you with peace and comfort. You open your blind and a few rays 
of the sun greet you. Even the sun itself hasn’t woken up yet. You see dewdrops 
on the grass through your fogged up window. Drawing a smiley face, you reflect 
off the window as though it’s a mirror. Yawning, you make your bed. Good 
morning world! 
7:30 am
Having woken into the world a tad earlier than usual, you take an extra second 
to enjoy the scenery. You’ve sat and drank your coffee, had your fill of breakfast, 
gotten ready, and feel good about yourself. Your plants are watered and happy. 
Gratitude is written into your journal, and your to-do lists are ready to go. 
Time for school
 › School aesthetic photo story
issue 16// vol 47 arts // no. 11
6:45 pm
You wait for the SkyTrain. The rain stopped and the sky seems to have cleared 
up a bit. Here’s hoping it’s sunny tomorrow.
9:20 pm
All your classes are over. You head into the New West concourse and look out 
to the sunset. It’s empty and quiet and for a moment it feels like COVID again, 
but all your worries are at rest when you remember that it will be bustling once 
again tomorrow morning. For now, it’s time to go home.
4:30 pm
You drive back towards home since you have some time before your next class 
at the New West campus. You pick up your best friend and decide to go study 
together at the library. It’s been a while since you’ve seen each other, so you goof 
off outside a little more than usual. 
5 pm
Inside though, it’s calm and the energy is invigorating. There are focused 
students studying all around and you could hear a pin drop between the page 
turns. You and your friend don’t talk much since you both had a lot of work to 
do, but by the end of your study session you’ve both successfully completed 
your work and feel accomplished. Once you’ve caught up a bit, it’s time to get 














Got inoculation on the mind?
vaccinations for things like tetanus, diphtheria, and 
pertussis every year.  
HISTORY OF VACCINES 
The first successful vaccine to be developed was in 
1796 for one of the deadliest human diseases: smallpox. 
The vaccine was created by Edward Jenner when he 
noticed that milkmaids who had already suffered from 
cowpox did not catch smallpox. This led him to realize 
that introducing a form of the disease to one’s system 
could protect against the actual virus. Vaccines now 
have a reputation as one of the safest and best life-
saving inventions we use because of the deaths they 
have prevented, diseases they have nearly eradicated, 
and the extensive monitoring and testing that goes 
behind making one. Disease like smallpox, diphtheria, 
yellow fever, measles, mumps, whooping cough, polio, 
and other diseases have been minimized or almost 
eradicated because of the development of vaccines. 
Despite vaccines being made to save people from 
preventable diseases, many rumours circulate around 
the validity of such vaccines and whether they truly 
save the lives they claim. When someone dies after 
receiving a vaccine, people of course question whether 
it was the vaccine that caused it. In fact, many studies 
have supported the safety of vaccines and it is found 
that while adverse effects from vaccines (sometimes 
death) do occur, they are exceedingly rare. It is only 
because of the high volume of use for vaccines that 
these coincidental adverse effects happen. However, it 
is worth looking into these rare cases. 
According to the 2015 study “Deaths following 
vaccination: What does the evidence show?” 
the cases where a risk of death does occur after 
vaccination includes anaphylaxis (allergic reaction), 
vaccine strain infection to immunocompromised folk, 
syncope (fainting) related injuries after vaccination, 
Guillain-Barre syndrome from an inactivated 
Influenza shot, and other post-vaccine complications. 
While side effects have been known to occur after 
Jessica Berget
Assistant Editor
Vaccines have been an even hotter button issue than usual lately. With the quick development 
of COVID-19 vaccines and people’s willingness or 
hesitations towards these vaccines, this topic is at the 
forefront of the mind for most of the population.
The first batch of COVID-19 vaccines came to 
Canada at the beginning of the new year, and the first 
round of vaccinations being are administered to health 
care workers, long term care home health workers, 
adults in Indigenous communities, and those that 
are 70 years of age or older. Vaccines continue to be 
brought into BC and are free for whomever eligible, 
but certain groups (such as health care workers and 
hospital patients) are given first preference, and the 
BC government is hoping to add more groups to 
that priority list. The latest update shows that 62,294 
people in BC have taken the vaccine so far, and with 
more doses coming to BC within the next month, this 
number is expected to grow considerably. 
WHAT IS A VACCINE AND HOW 
DOES IT WORK?
A vaccine prepares the body for potential exposure 
to a disease by stimulating the immune system into 
producing disease-killing antibodies. Vaccines are 
often made with part of the disease they are attempting 
to thwart. This method allows the body’s immune 
system to experience a sort of “simulated” version of 
the infection that very rarely causes illness, but it does 
make the body create T-lymphocytes and antibodies—
which are essential reusable tools the body employs if 
it encounters the disease again.
There are five types of vaccines: attenuated, 
inactivated, toxoid, subunit, and conjugate. Attenuated 
vaccines work by exposing the body to a live (but 
greatly weakened) version of the disease—and 
considering such, it makes sense that these vaccines 
are not recommended for immunocompromised 
people. Inactivated vaccines are made by killing 
a germ; these vaccines are not as strong as the 
attenuated version however, so several shots over 
an extended period are likely necessary. Toxoid 
vaccines concern the specific types of bacteria that 
use toxins to create disease. These vaccines contain 
greatly weakened toxins (called toxoids). Subunit 
vaccines are true to their name; these vaccines only 
contain  distinct parts of a virus and they are better 
for those with compromised immune systems as 
side effects are less common. Conjugate vaccines 
are made to counteract bacteria that have antigens 
with a protective polysaccharide coating that makes 
them hard to recognize and fight for young children’s 
immune systems. This vaccine makes the antigens 
easy to target and destroy. For the COVID-19 vaccines 
there are three types: mRNA, protein subunit, and 
vector vaccines which work in similar ways as the ones 
listed above. 
Vaccines save millions of lives each year from 
preventable diseases. For instance, the flu shot 
reduces the risk of flu illnesses by 40 to 60 percent 
according to the CDC. Measles shots have also saved 
an estimated 23.2 million lives globally between 2000 
and 2018; the illness that greatly affects children 
declined 73 percent in that period. Furthermore, 
according to the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, 
it is estimated that 86 percent of children receive 
t i l ti   t  i
 › The good, the bad, and the present of vaccines 
8 out of 10 Canadians said they would line up to get the vaccine, 
but only about 50 percent said they feel safe taking it.
The effects on pregnant and breastfeeding women are unknown 
as those groups were left out of the clinical trials.
vaccination, it is noted in the study that making 
general statements about vaccines causing deaths is 
not a valid medical practice. 
Vaccines save thousands of people from 
preventable human diseases each year and are one of 
the biggest strides of modern medicine. Despite this, 
many people are apprehensive about taking vaccines 
because of adverse side effects or fear of death or 
further harm—and these anxieties are not completely 
unfounded. For instance, an incident in 1955 called 
the “Cutter Incident” became known as “one of the 
worst pharmaceutical disasters in US history.” A flaw 
in the Salk polio vaccine making process at Cutter 
Laboratories led to a production of what was originally 
thought to be an inactivated vaccine but ended 
up containing the actual disease it was supposed 
to prevent. As a result, in 40,000 cases of polio, 51 
cases ended up with permanent paralysis and five 
deaths were recorded in vaccinated individuals. 
Another 113 cases of paralysis and five more deaths 
were noted among people with contact to those who 
were vaccinated. As big of a disaster as this was, this 
isolated incident was what pushed pharmaceutical 
companies and governments for more extensive 
testing, monitoring, and regulation for vaccines. 
Furthermore, while it is minimal, there is still a risk 
of death with some vaccines—namely the smallpox 
vaccine which based on historical data is about one 
death per million people receiving the first round of 
inoculations. This number decreases to one death per 
four million people receiving a second dose, according 
to the 2015 study.
For the smallpox vaccine, deaths have also been 
known to happen among non-vaccinated people 
who have had contact with the vaccination site of a 
vaccinated person. Smallpox vaccinations of pregnant 
women can also increase the risk of fetal infection 
which causes stillbirths or infant death, according to 
the same study. While deaths and adverse side effects 
caused by vaccines are still incredibly rare, that is 
not to say that they don’t happen at all or that the 
issue should not be discussed. However, health care 
providers can decrease this risk by properly screening 
for precautions and with a 15-minute waiting period 
after patients receive a vaccine to reduce the risk of 
fall-related injuries or syncope. The establishment of 
The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) 
in 1990 allows people to report medical events 
following vaccines. The program has helped to identify 
adverse events with vaccines such as an intestinal 
problem after the first rotavirus vaccine was introduced 
and other neurological and gastrointestinal diseases 
related to yellow fever. 
COVID VACCINES IN CANADA 
Despite the quick rollout of the COVID-19 vaccines, 
the testing and development phase of a vaccine is 
usually a long and arduous process. According to 
Wellcome Trust, a research-based charity from the UK, 
the research phase of a vaccine can take anywhere 
from two to five years and after that the vaccine is put 
through extensive testing phases. In total, a vaccine 
can take up to 10 years to fully develop and cost up to 
$500 million. Amazingly, the COVID-19 vaccine was 
developed in less than a year with trials starting in 
April 2020 for the Pfizer vaccine and later in July for the 
Moderna vaccine. However, the effects on pregnant 
and breastfeeding women are unknown as those 
groups were left out of the clinical trials. The small 
testing period with this vaccine compared to other 
vaccines has given many people cause for trepidation 
when it comes to receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. 
According to a survey of 2002 Canadians by KPMG, 8 
out of 10 Canadians said they would line up to get the 
vaccine, but only about 50 percent said they feel safe 
taking it. A quarter of them worry it is not safe but are 
willing to take the risk to get the economy, and their 
lives back on track. Health authorities say the benefits 
outweigh the risks of this vaccine, and Health Canada 
has weekly reports on the adverse effects of the 
vaccine with five “serious” reactions out of more than 
115,000 administered doses (as of January 1).
The first limited round of vaccinations came to 
Canada in December of 2020 with health care workers 
being the first to receive the inoculations. “Between 
the early doses we have already received, and the 
shipments now scheduled, we’re on track to have at 
least 1.2-million doses from both Pfizer and Moderna 
delivered by January 31,” PM Justin Trudeau said in a 
CBC article. Canada has secured contracts with Pfizer 
BioNTech for 20-million doses and 40-million doses for 
Moderna by the end of 2021. 
MODERNA VS PFIZER
So, if you are part of the population that decides you 
want to take the vaccine, all that’s left is to decide 
which one to take. What’s the real difference between 
the two? Health Canada authorized Moderna as a 
vaccine after analyzing the phase three trial results 
which tested the vaccine on 30,000 people in the US. 
Half of the study group received the vaccine while the 
other half received a placebo and was found to be 94.1 
percent effective in participants with no prior exposure 
to COVID-19 and nearly 87 percent effective in people 
over 65 years old. Although, Health Canada warns 
people to make sure they are not allergic to ingredients 
before taking the vaccine and does not recommend it 
for people who currently have symptoms of the virus. 
Both vaccines work by using mRNA technology which 
directs cells to produce proteins triggering an immune 
response to prevent or fight the virus, and both require 
two doses—a primer and a booster shot—taken a 
month apart.
The Pfizer vaccine is for people as young as 16 
years old has shown to be about 95 percent efficient 
at preventing symptomatic COVID-19 infection while 
Moderna, for people 18 and up, sits at 94.1 percent 
effective and effectiveness is lowered when the person 
receiving the vaccine is over 65. It is still unclear 
whether the vaccines prevent asymptomatic infection 
or if vaccinated people can still transmit the virus 
if they are infected but show no symptoms. Pfizer 
contains 30 micrograms of the vaccine while Moderna 
is 100 micrograms, meaning it is more potent per dose, 
yet less effective than Pfizer. Pfizer has also been 
under scrutiny lately as allergic reactions have been 
reported with the vaccine that were not seen during 
the clinal trial phase. Furthermore, in Norway, the 
medicines agency has reported that 29 people have 
suffered side effects such as fever or frailness resulting 
in 13 deaths. All of the deaths were with people over 80 
and living in care homes.  
Vaccines are extensively tested to ensure safety for 
people who take them. Of course, with a smaller 
testing period compared to other vaccines (10 years 
compared to less than a year) it’s no surprise that 
people are feeling hesitant about taking the COVID-19 
vaccine. As of now, it is unclear what the long-term 
effects of the COVID-19 vaccines could be since 
it’s only been in use for less than a year. However, 
health authorities tell us that the short-term effect is 
inoculation towards the coronavirus. If someone does 
decide they should take it, caution should be taken 
by those who are pregnant or breastfeeding, currently 
have COVID-19 symptoms, or those who are allergic to 
the vaccine’s ingredients.
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“A present homemade is worth more than one paid,” is something I’ve never said before, but should start to. You can take something sentimental—a memory, video game, book, movie, first date, inside joke, anything—and turn it into a physical gift that will be far more special than most store-bought items. The time that goes into homemade gifts 
translates into love, so your gift receiver will always have a physical representation of that on top of a cherished memory with you!
The receiver of my (very late) Christmas gift and I have been playing Stardew Valley as a fun bonding activity since we’ve been unable to spend time together in person due to 
COVID, so I’ve decided to build the Stardew Valley farmhouse. Regardless, it’s been a fun and cute environment to peacefully learn about each other while also pulling the occasional 
prank. 
To start, I’ve gathered all the materials I think I’ll need for the first step: the build. Since I’ll be using some hot glue, I’ve laid out an unwanted politically-charged newspaper I 
received recently to protect my table.
Crafting a meaningful homemade present
 › Building the ‘Stardew Valley’ farmhouse
Do note that this is in no way an easy process; hot glue is a weapon in and of itself. Hot 
glue doesn’t care who’s holding it—it is out for blood. Also, three hours later and who 
knew this would take so long? Pro-tip: wooden dowels are impossible to cut.
Day one finished since I ran out of hot glue. After buying some more (and a saw), it was 
time to go again. Here’s what it looks like after all the sticks and pieces have been attached.
Now is the time for paint (finally). Personally, I will say that this is the easiest part. The 
hardest was cutting the craft sticks with scissors because they are surprisingly difficult. 
Oh, not to mention the burns from the glue… awful.
Post-paint, the finishing touches include some modelling-clay details. The chimney, as 
well as the inside furniture, can be finished up with that. Lastly, I just need to collect some 















Do note that this is in no way an easy process; hot glue is a weapon in and of itself.
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David Douglas
Contributor
Who doesn’t like a good soup? They go great with sandwiches and are an easy way to eat healthily. Canned soup can be high in sodium and fat which has been shown to lead to high blood pressure, heart disease, and stroke. Here are three simple soups you can make from scratch. Each recipe makes about four servings.
Douglas’ recipes 
for Douglas st udents


















• 4 bacon strips (diced)
• 8 tomatoes (peeled & diced)
• 1 onion (diced)
• 1 cups water or soup stock
• 2 tbsp bacon grease
• 2 tbsp flour
• salt & pepper
Method
In a small pan, cook the bacon and separate 
it from grease. Coat the bottom of a deep pot 
with bacon grease at medium/high heat to 
cook the onion. Once soft, sprinkle in flour 
and stir to coat until flour begins to brown. At 
that point add the tomatoes and soup stock to 
the pot and stir the mixture. Cover and turn 
down to simmer, stirring occasionally for at 
least 45 minutes.
In batches, put the mixture through a 
food processor or blender. Return to the stove 
in the same pot adding the bacon bits from 
earlier. Salt and pepper to taste, stir and let 
simmer for 15 minutes. Simmer uncovered to 
thicken or add water to thin.
Creamy But ternut Squash
Ingredients
• 4 cups butternut squash (cubed)
• 1 onion (diced)
• 2 tbsp butter
• 1 can coconut cream (separated)
• 2 cups water or soup stock
• 2 tbsp brown sugar
• salt & pepper
Method
Melt the butter in a deep pot. On high, cook 
squash cubes until they begin to brown then 
add onion, stirring until soft. Pour in water or 
soup stock and allow to simmer for 30 or 40 
minutes. In batches, put the mixture through a 
food processor or blender. Return to the stove 
in the same pot adding the coconut cream and 
brown sugar. Salt and pepper to taste, stir and 
let simmer for 15 minutes. Simmer uncovered 
to thicken or add water to thin.
Simple Hearty Broccoli
Ingredients
• 4 cups broccoli (diced)
• 2 cups water or soup stock
• salt & pepper
Method
In a deep pot, boil broccoli covered in the 
water or soup stock until soft. Using a slotted 
spoon, separate the broccoli and put the liquid 
aside. In batches, put the broccoli through a 
food processor or blender using the separated 
liquid to help. Return to the stove in the 
same pot adding extra liquid for the desired 
consistency. Salt and pepper to taste, stir and 
let simmer for 15 minutes. Simmer uncovered 
to thicken or add water to thin.




-16 ounces drained bocconcini
- 1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
- 3 tablespoons capers, finely chopped
- 2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley leaves
- 1 tablespoon finely chopped thyme leaves
- 1 medium shallot, thinly sliced
- 1 teaspoon kosher salt
- 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Who doesn’t like round cheese that’s spiced, salted, and oiled to perfection? All you gotta 
do is finely chop up some sprigs of herbs and a shallot, mix it all in half a cup of olive oil, and 
toss, dip, and turn those cheesy bocconcini bad boys ’til fully coated! And hey, if you’re in 
a time crunch or aren’t picky about freshness, you can even use powdered, pre-prepared 
spices and this recipe will still taste good! 
For an added nutritional bonus, throw these flavourful cheese balls into 
a bed of greens with some sliced green or black olives and halved cherry 
tomatoes—any excess oil will serve as a light dressing. 
Round foods are seriously fun! I don’t quite know 
what it is, but making simple 
spherical snacks is supremely 
satisfying. Here are three recipes 
you can try out at home—they’re 




- 4 cups cake crumbs (about 14 ounces)
- 1/4 cup frosting (not whipped cream frosting) at room temperature
- 1/2 cup fine sprinkles
- 8 ounces Candy Melts
- vegetable oil as needed
- 16 (6-inch) lollipop sticks
Because someone somewhere said “Nah, cake isn’t good enough. We’ve got to make 
portable poppable cakes!” Thus, the cake pop was born. For this super simple and easy recipe, 
you’ll need to purchase a couple of key ingredients which can conveniently all be found at your 
local craft store (Michaels for example). For the cake itself, we won’t tell if you want to use a box 
mix. Start by lining a baking sheet with parchment paper. Set this aside, and move onto mixing and 
mashing those cake crumbs and icing into a bowl. Make sure everything is dense and moist. Then 
form balls out of the dough that are roughly the size of ping pong balls, line them on the baking 
sheet, stick them with lollipop sticks, and put ‘em all in the freezer for around a half hour. 
When the cake balls are solid, microwave the Candy Melts in a medium-sized bowl, 
stirring every 30 seconds until smooth. If the consistency isn’t smooth like whipped cream, 
you can add vegetable oil at half a teaspoon at a time. At this point, you’re also going 
to want a bowl or plate full of sprinkles. Using the lollipop sticks, dip the cake balls 
into the melted Candy Melt, gently tap and twirl the stick several times on the 
edge of the bowl to form a thin and even coating—letting the excess drip 
off. Then roll the dipped pop into the sprinkles and hold the pop upright 
until the coating starts to set. These spherical treats store at room 
temperature in a container for up to one week.
Ball-shaped snacks
 › Spherically satisfying and maybe even sustainable!
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Illustration by Anastasia Simonovich




-16 ounces drained bocconcini
- 1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
- 3 tablespoons capers, finely chopped
- 2 tablespoons finely chopped parsley leaves
- 1 tablespoon finely chopped thyme leaves
- 1 medium shallot, thinly sliced
- 1 teaspoon kosher salt
- 1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Who doesn’t like round cheese that’s spiced, salted, and oiled to perfection? All you gotta 
do is finely chop up some sprigs of herbs and a shallot, mix it all in half a cup of olive oil, and 
toss, dip, and turn those cheesy bocconcini bad boys ’til fully coated! And hey, if you’re in 
a time crunch or aren’t picky about freshness, you can even use powdered, pre-prepared 
spices and this recipe will still taste good! 
For an added nutritional bonus, throw these flavourful cheese balls into 
a bed of greens with some sliced green or black olives and halved cherry 





- 1 can (14 ounces) of sweetened condensed milk
- 4 tbsp cocoa powder, sifted
- 2 tbsp butter, plus more for rolling balls
- a pinch of salt
- sprinkles 
These bite-sized chocolate bon-bons are traditionally made of sweetened condensed milk, 
chocolate powder, eggs, and butter. They are then hand rolled individually and covered in melted 
chocolate and sprinkles. Different toppings and flavours like lime, passion fruit, pistachio, white 
chocolate, and Nutella can be experimented with. Get creative!  
In a sauce-pan, mix together the sweetened condensed milk, cocoa powder, salt, and the 
butter over medium-low heat until it is thick. Make sure to give this mixture ample attention 
and constantly mix to prevent burning.  
Let the mixture cool to room temperature then, in a plate or bowl, spread out your 
sprinkles. Once the brigadeiro mixture is cool, grease your hands with butter and 
roll the brigadeiros into little balls, then roll the balls through the sprinkles and 
place them in paper candy cups when serving. Why not use all this time 
we’ve been given to make up a couple of these sweet spherical 
treats, put ’em in fancy boxes, and earn some side cash at 
markets and in stores? OR eat them all right away.
Ball-shaped snacks
 › Spherically satisfying and maybe even sustainable!
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
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Things are not that much fun right now. With many activities closed due to COVID and the 
dreary winter months taking hold of the region, 
it is hard to find much joy in the Lower Mainland. 
The nights are the worst, as common mainstays 
like the movie theatre and night clubs are shut 
down until further notice. This leaves socially-
distanced loners like me struggling to find things 
to do beyond increasingly dull nights of watching 
TV and scrolling through Twitter. Something had 
to be done.
For a while, I had been reading about a place 
in Surrey called Central City Fun Park. I had 
wanted to go, and even thought about inviting 
people from the paper for a fun night. However, 
meeting during the pandemic is just not possible. 
I didn’t want to go by myself, but my increasing 
frustration with being stuck in my house every 
night broke me. So, on New Year’s Day, I decided 
to take the plunge and visit Central City Fun Park.
The outside of the fun park is not what you 
would call flashy. It is located on Scott Road in 
what looks like a refurbished warehouse. The 
outside is so non-assuming that, despite there 
being many cars in the parking lot, I thought for 
sure it was closed that night. As I entered the 
building though, I found a livelier affair.
Central City Fun Park is like a throwback 
to 1970s fun; they have an arcade, bowling alley, 
mini-golf, and a roller rink. There were many 
safety protocols in place, including staff cleaning 
all machines, balls, putters, and skates. Pandemic 
risky items like food service were non-existent. 
For $20 I got 50 credits put on a card.
I first decided to give mini-golf a try, which 
cost 20 credits. This was the most underwhelming 
part of the experience as the course was only 
nine holes. Outside of a few alien statues around, 
the course itself was pretty lame. Where are the 
windmills? Where are the fun hole names like 
“Plug the Volcano”? The mini-golf seemed like an 
afterthought and could have been done better.
I next went to try my hand at the bowling 
alley, which was also 20 credits. This bowling alley 
is interesting because it is 10-pin bowling played 
with 5-pin balls. This is likely because the lanes 
themselves are not that long—they are probably a 
little over half the size of a regular alley. I didn’t do 
too well, getting a sucky 64 as a score. I probably 
would have done better had I not been on the last 
lane close to the wall, but like hindsight of 2020, it 
can be awful.
With only 10 credits left and the roller rink 
being too expensive, I decided to spend my last 
few credits at the arcade. This was probably the 
most fun and the most interesting part. There 
seemed to be two groups of people at this arcade. 
One group (children and me) was more interested 
in having fun with the games, while another 
group—which I will call “The Ringers”—were in it 
for the prizes. Around the arcade, there were a few 
claw games where the only things you could grab 
were rings. These large cardboard rings had ticket 
amounts on them like “75 credits” and “25 credits.” 
I saw some players with stacks of rings next to 
them. It was obvious that these players were not 
interested in the fun, but in the win and the glory 
of gaining fantastic prizes like a Monopoly game 
board or a Wonder Woman belt buckle. 
For myself, I played an altered version of 
Skee-Ball and a claw game to get a rubber ducky. I 
also took my chance at the ring claw game, getting 
a 100-credit ring. In the end, I had 120 credits, 
which gave me enough to get a funny looking 
animated pizza plushy, and two Tootsie Rolls.
While visiting the arcade didn’t quell my 
longing for a visit to the movie theatre that I love 
so much, it did provide relief from another night 
at home being sad about the increasingly growing 
COVID monster descending across town. Also, it 
got me a cute purple rubber ducky and a smiling 
pizza plushy to feed the rubber ducky. That 
should keep me entertained for a few minutes.
Arcade pandemic fun
 › Central City Fun Park is one of the last night 













Central City Fun Park is like a throwback to 1970s fun; they 


















issue 16// vol 47 life & style // no. 19
Brandon Yip
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To be honest, before writing this article I had never heard of National Thesaurus Day and National 
Popcorn Day. But after conducting further research, I am 
now better informed regarding the significance of these 
two special holidays… celebrations, traditions, customs, 
revelry—while my fingers are sticky from eating popcorn 
with gobs of butter!  
Celebrating National Thesaurus 
Day and National Popcorn Day


















How is this holiday celebrated, honoured, 
recognized, or bastardized? I have always 
been curious, quizzical, wondering, 
inquiring. I will guess that National 
Thesaurus Day was made for the man who 
invented the thesaurus, Peter Mark Roget. 
Roget was born on January 18, therefore it is 
appropriate to honour him on his birthday. 
Roget first began writing the thesaurus 
in 1848 and would finish it in 1852 with 
15,000 words. The original title of the book 
was called Thesaurus of English Words and 
Phrases Classified and Arranged So As To 
Facilitate the Expression of Ideas and Assist 
in Literary Composition; it is safe to assume 
that editors were not invented in 1852! 
Nonetheless, the National Today website 
honouring National Thesaurus Day outlines 
some fun activities to do while celebrating 
this unique holiday. Some activities include 
playing a game of “synonym password,” 
rewriting a famous story or poem, or 
perusing through a thesaurus for old time’s 
sake—which is perfect for quarantine! 
National Today explains the significance of 
this special holiday: “We can do more than 
have a conversation, but a discussion, a talk, 
or an exchange! Writers and non-writers 
alike can be thankful for all the word options 
available in a thesaurus and celebrate the 
work of Peter Mark Roget on National 
Thesaurus Day!”
National Popcorn Day
I am trying to rid my ignorance and become “butter” 
informed about National Popcorn Day on January 19. 
Popcorn has been a staple snack for millions of 
people worldwide. 
According to the National Today website 
honouring National Popcorn Day, there is a notable 
difference between the corn that we eat and the 
corn that we pop—both are two different types of 
maize. Interestingly, the corn that is usually served at 
dinnertime is unlikely to pop at all. Yet, one variety of 
corn can turn into popcorn: Zea mays everta—which 
sounds like a soccer player ready to take a penalty kick! 
This specific corn type contains small ears and the 
kernels split open when exposed to dry heat.                
The origins of Zea mays everta (small heads) 
begin in 1948 when they were discovered by Earle 
Smith and Herbert Dick in the Bat Cave (a famous 
site) located in New Mexico. These ancient Bat Cave 
ears were approximately 4,000 years old, ranging 
from being tinier than a penny to around two inches. 
Numerous individually popped kernels were also 
found. They have since been carbon dated and revealed 
to be roughly 5,600 years old. Furthermore, there is 
evidence of early consumption and use of popcorn in 
Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru—and other places in 
Central and South America. Popcorn has been linked 
to the Aztecs, Native Americans, French explorers, and 
Iroquois Natives in the Great Lakes region. Plus, as 
colonists travelled throughout North America during 
the time the US formally became a country, many 
people incorporated popcorn as a healthy and popular 
snack.   
Ironically, in the 1920s, many theatres in North 
America refused to sell popcorn because it was 
considered too messy! Ultimately, the National Today 
website lists some activities to do to celebrate National 
Popcorn Day. They recommend making popcorn 
jewelry, planning a movie marathon, and putting on 
the popcorn Olympics at your office (which may be 
difficult due to the pandemic).
The original title of the book was ‘Thesaurus of English Words 
and Phrases Classified and Arranged So As To Facilitate the 
Expression of Ideas and Assist in Literary Composition.’
OpiniOns
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Recently, I’ve been thinking about Cicero’s parable The Sword of 
Damocles. Damocles was a court jester 
under King Dionysius who had been 
overcome with jealousy; King Dionysius 
tells Damocles to lay on his golden couch 
and orders the other servants to serve him 
a feast. While Damocles eats, the king tells 
another servant to go and bring him his 
sword which he sharpens and hangs above 
Damocles by a single horsehair. Damocles 
now turned king is overcome with fear, he 
can see the sharp sword above him, and 
he knows the hair may well break at any 
second leaving the sword to fall directly 
on him. Terror washes over him, and 
Damocles begs to get off the throne as the 
opulent life of a king could not distract 
from the looming spectre of death. 
I personally believe that in a 
democracy the voice of the governed 
should be loud, taken seriously, and well 
respected. The governed should make their 
will known to those who seek to govern 
them, and that will should weigh heavily 
on the minds of those who seek to stalk 
through the halls of power as if it were their 
personal fiefdom. The will of the people 
should hang over the government like the 
sword of Damocles, ready to drop with an 
awesome and terrible fury at any moment.
Had Americans stormed the capitol 
some time in June of 2020 to demand 
healthcare and stimulus cheques in a 
pandemic; had they realized years ago that 
congress works for them and that the halls 
of power are filled with representatives 
beholden and directed by the will of the 
electorate, not corporate juggernauts, I 
would not have been surprised, shocked, 
or disappointed. However, to see so many 
white supremacist symbols on display, to 
see people waving Qanon flags, to know 
that this insurrectionist act was spurned by 
the foolish lies of an uncouth and lazy con 
artist tells me that the sword that hangs 
above is dull and malleable, blunted, and 
misshapen. 
The people’s will should be well 
thought out, directed, and unsullied by the 
selfish lies of an attempted demagogue. 
To be clear, I had little to no qualms about 
the last summers BLM protests in no small 
part because I saw the cause as just. When 
the protests crossed over into riots and 
looting, I was certainly disheartened, and 
I do not condone those actions, but the 
act of burning down a police precinct after 
the clearly unjust murder of George Floyd 
and the consistently unyielding 
pattern of police brutality was 
to me but the horsehair above 
drawn thin. 
I am not condoning or 
encouraging insurrections and 
coups, nor am I taking lightly the 
threats against politicians lives. 
I am not pretending as if there 
are excuses to be made for the 
actions of the many state players 
that led to this scandal. I am 
even willing to acknowledge my 
hypocrisy for holding differently 
motivated acts of political 
violence to different standards 
(though looting a Target and 
storming the capitol are VASTLY 
different). But when government 
serves corporate interest first 
and second, when the war 
machine becomes the heartbeat 
of a country, when the poor and 
working class of a country are left 
to starve while airlines and tech firms get 
subsidies on top of tailor-made tax plans, 
a wellspring of public fury will eventually 
burst. 
The political class should be thankful 
that it was just the foolish, mislead, and 
ignorant who came. It’s much easier for the 
rest of us to push them aside and choose 
not to emulate them, but the next time the 
string breaks it may not be the neo-Nazis 
at the steps of the capitol. It could be the 
students and the working poor; it might be 
the indebted and exploited. It might be the 
people whose cause is just.
Thoughts on an insurrection
 › Falling from above
Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
BC has just surpassed 1000 accumulated COVID-19 deaths. There were also 
whooping 1475 new cases in three days. 
Quebec has okayed some of the most 
draconian lockdown measures I’ve ever 
heard of and I suspect that I have typed 
some variation of this article at least twice 
already. 
With a maze of regulations and forced 
closures, Quebec has entered some strange 
variation of a police state. What else do 
you call it when a city is forcibly shuttered 
every night by 8pm outside of war time? 
How else do you view a curfew that the 
province’s own minister of health, Horacio 
Arruda, has acknowledged as having no 
hard scientific evidence to support it? The 
idea behind Quebec’s lockdown seems to 
be that you must do something if doing 
nothing might look bad… and what a great 
idea. Its always nice to know that for fear of 
a few disapproving comments or an OP-ED 
or two, a province will catapult its people 
into house arrest.
Here in BC, we are better off in terms 
of restrictions: no 8pm curfew, no location-
based restriction to walking your dog, no 
written note from your employer to explain 
your curfew movements—yet I have no 
reason to believe that that 
will not be attempted 
here.
Though my not-so-
secret anarchist leanings 
are commonly on display, I 
have no reason to suspect 
this as a creeping pace 
towards totalitarianism, 
instead, this worries me 
because we seem to have 
forgotten how important 
debate on these types 
of decisions actually is. 
I’m not sure I would live 
all that differently if all 
restrictions were lifted but 
I sure would like to know 
that we as a population 
appreciate and thoroughly 
consider the changes that 
are being brought into our 
world. 
Do we really want to 
quietly allow a provincial government to 
admit it has no thought-out reason to limit 
the freedom and movements of citizens? 
Should we not demand that the federal and 
provincial governments evolve their plans 
to include more than just longer and longer 
lockdowns? How much longer should 
we pretend as if the polite and carefully 
worded speeches of the ruling class are 
acceptable substitutes for an evolution in 
the way we deal with this pandemic? 
We must be able to both respect social 
distancing and travel within a city; people 
can certainly avoid travel out of the country 
and enjoy the life outside of their homes, 
but none of these things are possible when 
it is accepted without question that every 
edict is in fact right. 
A Montreal litigator turned YouTuber 
under the name Viva Frei recently 
remarked that: “Democracy is when 
the government answers to the people. 
Tyranny is when the people answer to 
the government.” Though I can’t yet call 
this tyranny, its heartening to know that 
someone else is questioning.
How long can this keep going on?
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Every time a new iPhone drops the anticipation is palpable; it seems 
like everyone and their grandmother is 
counting down the days. Yet, when the 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout began I couldn’t 
sense the anticipation at all. As a matter 
of fact, I think many people were as 
apprehensive as I am. Then again, for some 
people, the COVID-19 vaccine meant that 
they could spend time with grandma, and 
their uncle, and the miscellaneous cousins 
spread about.
Now, I must say that I’m not an anti-
vaxxer. What follows will not be a long 
and arduous screed of misinformation 
and gemstone science. I, like roughly 20 
to 40 percent of LA frontline workers and 
a 21 percent of Windsor-Essex healthcare 
workers are what some would call “vaccine 
hesitant.” Though it’s clear to me—and I 
assume many of them—that vaccines have 
worked (do you know anyone with a polio 
stunted sibling?) it’s also clear to me that a 
bit of caution never hurt anyone. 
I’m not particularly interested in being 
a test subject—at least not without proper 
compensation—and I’m certainly not 
going jump the line, being the strapping 
young lad that I am. Instead, I, like many 
people of color consider the history of the 
Tuskegee syphilis experiment and the long 
history of forced sterilization alongside 
the current need for vaccination. Not only 
that, the old adage of “haste makes waste” 
weighs heavy on my mind when I consider 
the unprecedented speed with which this 
vaccine was rendered. 
Clearly, I am aware that it is a modern 
miracle that we can find answers to these 
problems in increasingly shorter and shorter 
time frames, but I find that doesn’t change 
the fact that I don’t want to be among 
the first. There’s always a “just in case” for 
these things isn’t there? It’s like the first 
generation of any technology, there’s going 
to be at least one or two bugs that haven’t 
quite shown themselves yet, right?
On the other hand, I am almost 
willing to throw caution to the wind 
just to inch closer to my old normal life. 
Remember the days of yore, when a bunch 
of people would get together, someone 
would breathe on a cake, we’d sing a 
loud song about date of births and enjoy 
everything? I want that again. I could even 
go for a dark room, clearly too loud music 
with wall-to-wall other human contact for 
a turn or two.
It runs through my mind that every 
vaccine delivered takes us one step closer 
to having COVID-19 go the way of the 
whooping cough and mumps. Every 
injection a step closer to full eradication and 
subsequently resuming travel (save for the 
politicians and uncaring Instagram models 
who haven’t slowed down at all), increasing 
the likelihood of concerts and a return to 
our regularly scheduled beer pong. 
All this is fine if the choice is mine. 
These hard decisions and questions 
become far too easy (and probably in the 
wrong direction) if one of these so called 
“vaccine passports” become real (which 
PM Trudeau is so far not fond of). The 
second it becomes an infraction on my 
right to choose and determine for myself, 
the answer will always be no. Reading 
that a senior partner of a law firm believes 
that it can be made mandatory at certain 
workplaces and firms does not bode well. 
However, balanced against this is the 
collective need for safety and a return to 
normalcy. 
So, what is a poor boy to do? I guess I 
can start by thanking my lucky stars that I 
am nowhere near the top of the list to need 
to make this choice right now. But when 
that day comes, will I do right by me or do 
right for me?
To vaccinate or not to vaccinate



















Lo-fi hypnagogic pop artist Ariel Pink is just one of the many ‘Stop the Steal’ 
rally-goers whose attendance resulted in a 
less than favorable post-protest outcome. 
Two days after the pro-Trump rally, a Tweet 
from his label, Mexican Summer, let the 
public know that they had ended their 
"working relationship" with Pink. 
Pink’s alt-right political views were 
nothing new to the public, as his Twitter 
has been a haven for such posts. Over the 
years, he has similarly expressed opinions 
that align with these white-nationalist 
ideals via interviews: “It’s not illegal to be 
racist,” “I love paedophiles too, and I love 
necrophiliacs," which again, are nothing 
new to the public’s ears.
Pink’s attendance at the Stop the Steal 
protest—seen by some as a pro-trump 
and radical-right rally—was not an action 
that veered far from the ideals which he 
had previously shared, nor from those 
which many others had shared about him. 
However, despite him only participating 
in the demonstration on the White House 
lawn and not joining the Capitol Building 
storm, he was dropped from his record 
label. The Other Press took to social media 
to ask the public whether they would stop 
interacting with an artist’s works if the 
artist’s ideologies differed from their own.
One interviewee—a high school art 
teacher named Jenny, notes that they 
would continue to listen to an artist’s music 
regardless of the artist’s political views. 
“Absolutely. Music is about passion.” Vishal 
replies similarly: “Art is still art whether 
or not it offends you.” Mr. W continues 
these ideas, noting that an artist is simply 
a creator, and it is the product which he 
cares for. “Even if the person is locked up 
for murder or rape or whatever, if he or 
she can still perform so be it.” A musician 
named Fred, replies to this dilemma: “I 
can separate the integrity […] of a piece of 
art from the creator’s shortcomings. I can 
still enjoy a song by someone I disagree 
with deeply.” As does Phil: “A person’s 
beliefs or political views are a non-issue 
for me. Everyone has their own reasons for 
supporting policies and ideas, who are we 
to say that that they’re right or wrong? If we 
start putting people on this side or that, we 
are guaranteed to find enemies. Good art 
will transcend the artist, I can enjoy a song 
without ever knowing the artist.”
Patrick—a VCC Jazz graduate and 
ex-manager of a Vancouver music venue—
however notes that an artist’s ethics do 
create slight barriers when listening to 
their songs: “I can enjoy the music to 
an extent still, but always wind up not 
listening to them as much.” He compares 
this to spending time with people who 
similarly have contrasting perspectives: 
“Same as how I don’t hang out often 
with but can enjoy people who have very 
divergent views.” Reverting back to music, 
he elaborates, “Their lyrics take on a new 
meaning once I understand their views 
more clearly and can very often ruin a song. 
For example, Ted Nugent’s ‘Cat Scratch 
Fever’ after finding out he advocates raping 
women.” 
On the contrary, only a few note that 
they would halt listening to an artist upon 
learning that their political views differ. 
“I absolutely care about their political 
leanings.” Lauren tells the Other Press. “I 
can’t enjoy a musician’s music if they are 
against human rights.” Mickey agrees. “I 
don’t believe we should separate the art 
from the artist.” Sofia, who is a visual artist 
herself, concludes that “It’s hard for me to 
respect an artist’s practice if I know they’re 
backing up ideologies based on racism, 
violence and so many other wack concepts.” 
Ariel Pink gets dropped from record label 
following ‘Stop the Steal’ rally attendance
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Being multilingual has amazing benefits: a stronger brain which ages slower, 
improved education development, better 
cognitive function, easier travel, and so 
much more. For me, however, the best 
benefit is being fluent in all 13,284 animal 
languages because I can communicate 
with the folk most separated from human 
conversation. Everything we do affects 
animals, so we should be putting effort 
into learning their opinions on our human 
activities and respecting them enough 
to act so no human, pigeon, iguana, or 
rhinoceros receives the short end of the 
stick. 
Recently, there’s been a huge change 
in the tide. The current event has taken 
human society and the animal kingdom 
by storm. My personal take is that while 
humans may feel that the current event 
is good, animals have been around far 
longer than us. Their wisdom may inform 
us of what this event really means for our 
future. Thus, I have interviewed a few local 
animals to let me know what they think.
First, I did a balcony interview with 
Sir Ckccckcc AAaAaA—a neighborhood 
crow—on his thoughts. “What is your 
take on the current event?” I asked Sir 
AAaAaA. He pecked around the scattered 
pine needles for a while, seeming lost in 
thought. He paused and closed his eyes a 
moment, pondering. 
“This current event is bad,” Sir 
AAaAaA began, “it’s worse than we—my 
family and I—could have ever imagined! 
Well, besides KaaakcAwW, anyway,” he 
said.
“Oh, that’s terrible! May I ask who 
KaaakcAwW is, Sir?” I asked. Sir AAaAaA 
seemed annoyed by my question, 
indicating that I may have struck a nerve.
“KaaakcAwW is my fourteenth 
daughter. She loves the current event. I 
must go now.” Sir AAaAaA flies off before I 
get the chance to thank him for his time. 
I thought about this last interview 
a lot for the next week, rarely eating or 
sleeping. Whenever I lay down, I would see 
flashbacks to the crow’s eyes darkening as 
he thought about the current event, and 
occasionally I would awaken, screaming, 
having seen a montage of Sir AAaAaA 
flying off. What wasn’t he telling me? 
Exactly a week later—my own feathers 
ruffled—I sat down at Robson Park to meet 
with the park’s chief beaver, Julian (last 
name not included for privacy reasons). 
“Hello Julian, thank you so much for 
meeting with me,” I began, making sure 
to offer my gratitude early in case this 
interview also came to an abrupt ending. “I 
must ask, what is your take on the current 
event?”
“Ah, Mr. O’Doherty, you’ve come to 
the right place,” they said, “I will admit the 
current event is bad… and it’s not usually 
good.”
“Why do you think that is?” I asked.
Julian looked scornful, “Haven’t you 
read the news? They said it, so it’s true! The 
current event is bad. What, have you been 
living under a dam?”
Unsure of how to proceed with the 
interview, I thank Julian again and go on 
my way. For my final interview I decided 
to reach out to the other side of the globe 
to gain a broader perspective. Laerie, a red 
fox currently based in Poland (though, 
she described herself as a naturalist world 
wanderer), accepted my invitation for a 
Zoom interview. 
Laerie began speaking as soon as the 
call started. “The current event, huh?” she 
slammed her paws on her table, “oh, I’ll tell 
you about the current event—it is good!” 
I ask Laerie for some clarification on why 
she believes that, when most of her fellow 
animals are ruthlessly against it.
“Oh, you’re asking if the current event 
is good for animals?” Laerie laughs for a few 
moments, “No, no, no, the current event 
is bad. Bad for animals, anyway. I love it 
though!” Laerie grins. 
I ask, “Why do you love it if it is bad 
for animals?” 
“When there’s chaos, the weaklings 
suffer. And when weaklings are at their 
most vulnerable, that’s an easy dinner!”
Disturbed, I ended the interview 
shortly after Laerie was done bragging 
about the various “foods” she’s had among 
her many travels. 
I’ve spoken to some vastly different 
animals, and while their reasons may have 
been different, the general consensus it 
seems is that, yes, the current event is bad. 
Animals give their take on 
the current event



















































6 in the morning 
mourning
the life I haven’t lived yet.
I’ve gotta get going
going
or else I will be stuck in regret—
stuck in debt and cigarettes.
tell me why this bed won’t let me up.
I’m not sad— 
you don’t need to cheer me up.
I’m not mad—
my chins already up, 
buttercup. turn up the lights!
I wanna see my cheeks shine
with teardrop rhinestones—
pop and lock these skin and 
bones. turn off the lights! 
I wanna grin in silence and the dark
might blind you if you see—





















Life & Style Editor
“Captain, we are now orbiting the planet Xexon. There’s a strong gravitational pull, so thrusters are at max to stabilize the ship. Scanning for signs of life…” 
Ensign Peters slowly swivels to face me, and he shakes his head, “I’m sorry Captain, 
there are no signs.” I turn to face the ship’s engineer and he says “Lieutenant, is there a 
way we can suit up the ship to withstand the planet’s pull? I’d like to go down there.”
Lieutenant Jorbes balks at me, “Captain, with all due respect, I strongly advise 
against going down there. The gravitational pull of the planet is just too strong—it’ll 
crush the hull. And even if it doesn’t, we will most certainly crash land.”
“We’ve come very far, Lieutenant, we’ve got to find a way to get to the surface 
and do a more thorough search! At the very least, we may be able to find her… her 
body.” I swallow down hard at the stinging forming behind my eyes. I’ve got to get 
out of here.
“Lieutenant, work out a way, as we’re landing this ship at eighteen hundred hours.”
“Yes ma’am.” I excuse myself from the bridge promptly and make my way to my 
ready room. As soon as the doors close behind me, sobs overcome me. Grief mixed 
with repose. Finally, I might put an end to the searching, the wondering, the endless 
empty reports sent back home. Today, I will end the suffering.  
Captain’s log star date 2317: after quite some time, we have finally located the 
planet responsible for pulling so many of our starships down to the surface. Most 
recently, my sister—Lieutenant Malory Kasskion—went missing about a month 
ago… I trail off, my reflection against the black nothingness of space looks back at 
me from the window. That’s when I see it, Planet Xexon. The massive orb of orange 
and red sand and rocks is alarmingly large. Dark mountain ranges are the only 
thing cutting through swirls of dark red clouds. From space, the planet looks to be 
nothing more than an alien dessert—yet at the ground it’s a murderer. 
Lieutenant Kasskion can't be dead. I have got to find her! It’s just a thought, 
but it’s one I need to keep in mind. I am the Captain, after all, and a ship is only as 
strong as its weakest member…  
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